
Fats Waller, Handful of Keys

Stride Piano Wizard - Intermediate level, grades 3-6

Objectives:

1. The student will identify stride piano style by listening to Handful of Keys.

2. The student will imitate movement of a stride piano player while listening to Handful of

Keys.

3. The student will identify why the tune is titled Handful of Keys through imitation of

piano technique.

Optional Objective:

1. The student will transfer stride piano left hand to Orff instruments or Boomwhackers.

2. The student will watch a video clip of Fats Waller playing piano.

Time: One 30-minute class period

Materials Required for Objectives:

Computer access to recording on the Internet and speakers for playback to class.  Print out paper

piano keyboards.  Optional: Orff instruments or Boomwhackers and Fats Waller video

performance, in Piano Legends (New York: Video Artists International, 1989.)

Procedure:

Activity 1 – “Fats Waller was a very talented piano player.  Most jazz musicians needed a

band to help them play the sounds we like to hear in jazz recordings, but Waller was such a

fast piano player he could get almost all those sounds into what he was playing on the piano.

Listen to Handful of Keys and see if you can hear how he manages to put bass sounds,

melody and rhythm all at the same time in this song.  Fats Waller was a stride piano player.

Stride referred to the movement his left hand would make going up and back across the

keyboard, like a very tall person walking really fast.  A tall person would take big strides or

steps.  The stride piano player takes big steps or strides by playing a low note and then

jumping up to the middle of the piano keyboard for a chord (more than one note at a time).

Listen again, this time imagine his left hand striding back and forth across the piano

keyboard to play a bass part and chords.

Activity 2 - To get an idea of how fast Waller played, let the students try to play along with

the Waller recording with just the left hand jumping back and forth.  Pass out paper

keyboards and tell students to imitate the stride by playing a low note and then jumping the

left hand to the center of the keyboard and playing a “handful of keys” or chords.  Model the

movement of the left hand for students with a paper keyboard taped on the blackboard or up

where students can see you demonstrating the movement.  Play the recording.  Repeat if

students would like to try it again. Focus them on listening to the “boom-chuck” sound or the

stride part.



Activity 3 - Add the right hand.  Ask students to now listen to the recording again and try to

describe what the other hand plays.  Students should be able to discern that the right hand has

the melody.  Play the recording again and ask them to imitate on their paper keyboards the

right hand playing the melody.  This will be just as challenging for them to imitate.

Activity 4 - If students are ready, play the recording again and imitate both hands. Feel free

to pause the recording and re-focus the students if they get excited and seem like they are not

paying attention to the music.  They will naturally get excited, but recognize that they are

enjoying the experience and not misbehaving.  This activity helps to bring an understanding

of the great technique needed to play stride piano.

Optional Activities:

Activity 5 - Try playing the stride part on xylophones.  The recording is primarily in F but

you will notice about two thirds of the way through it modulates up to G and then goes back

to F at the end.   Play low and high F’s for first and last part of the recording.  The middle

section modulates to G and can be played by alternating G’s.   (Students could also play the

first part of the tune and stop at the G section).  Xylophones work best because the sound is

best if it doesn’t sustain.  This could also be done with Boomwhackers.

Activity 6 - Watch Fats Waller play stride piano in the video/DVD Piano Legends (1989).

Extension: Listen to James P. Johnson’s Carolina Shout,

http://www.redhotjazz.com/jpjohnson.html

Listen to more Fats Waller:

http://www.redhotjazz.com/fats.html

http://www.fatswaller.org/

Learn more about Fats Waller:

http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_waller_fats.htm

Video Resource:

Piano Legends.  DVD/video, 63 minutes.  New York: Video Artists International, 1989.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


